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SUMMARY: THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO) HAS NOT
~ .FINALLY REJECTED THE IDEA OF ANNOUNCING aCCEPTANCE OF UNITED o
NATTONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242 WHICH WOULD OPEN AN
OFFICIAL DIALOGUE WITH THE UNITED STATES, THE PREVAILING MOOD
WITHIN THE PLO LEADERSHIP, WOMEVER, IS INCREASINGLY AGAINST SUCH
AN ANNOUNCEMENT. THE SAUDIS, EGYPTIANS AND THE<SOVIET:\5,-HAVE o
URGED THE PLO LEADERSHIP TQ MAKE A RESERVED ANNOUNCEMENT oF
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ACCEPTANCE 0F RESOLUTION 242. THE SYRIANS HAVE ‘ADVISED THE-
.= ==Y :

"PLO-NOT To ANNOUNCE ACCEPTANCE 0F THE RESOLUTION UNLESS THE

UNITED STATES OFFERS A MORE TANGIBLE QUID PRO QUO THAN JUST
A PLO/US DIALOGUE. THE 18 AUGUST COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE

PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ‘WAS THE RESULT OF SYRIAN PRESSURE AND

'naoe TO PLEASE THE SYRIAN REGIME.

1. _AS DF LATE 19 AUGUST. THE PLO LEADERSHIP WAS STILL.

. DISCUSSING A POSSIBLE ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE OF RESOLUTION wd
242, THE MOOD OF THE PLO LEADERSHIP, HOWEVER, 1S INGREASINGLY
AQTINST,SUCH A STATEHENT._ DESPITE EFFORTS BY FATAH MODERATES
T0 CONVINCE. THE REST OF Tﬁe LéADERSHIP'THAT A DIALOGUE uer THE

| " US ENTAILS SUFFICIENT LONG RANGE BENEFITS T0 JUSTIFY MAKING THE

g | REQU IRED STATEMENT ON 242, THE PLO LEADERSHIP REMAINS LARGELY
CONVINCED THAT lT MUST DEHAND MoRE THAN JUST TALKS NITH THE us

' BEFORE GIYING UP. WHAT IT- CONSIDERS TO BE ITS ONLY MAJOR "CARD"
!N THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS -*y , '

'f;:?.__qw 17;‘9?957‘ OFF!CIALS OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN BE IRUT

MET_WITH'PLO OFFICIALS. THE SOVIETS ToLp THE PLO OFFICIALS THAT

© THEY_HAD RECEIVED A.HESSAGE FROM MOSCOW, INSTRUCTING. THEM TOMEET

*:!TH JHE_ PLO AND o DELIVER THE F'OLLONING HESSAGE! "THE SQVIET
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.LEADERSHIP CONSIDERS IT IMPORTANT THAT THE PLO ACCEPT UN RESOL- ;
UTION 242. WITH THE RESERVATIONS PROPOSED BY THE. UNITED STATES.
‘ SUCH AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE NoULD DENY THE ISRAEL!S AND
- THE UNITED STATES THE JUSTIFICATION THAT THEY HAVE SO FAR USED.
| .T0 KEEP. THE PALEST INIANS OUT OF ‘THE NEGOTIATIONS TOWARD A SETTL:-

HENT OF' THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION."' THE PLO OFFICIALS NDTED THE
| SIGNIFICANT ESCALATION OF SOVIET PRESSURE FROM THAT oF URGING
l- “FLEXIBILITY" TD THAT oF SPECIFICALLY URGING THE PLO 70 ACCEPT
THE US POSITION ON 242.

‘ 3- - THE SYRIANS ON THE OTHER HAND HAVE URGED THE PLO NOT

' Y0 AGCEPT. RESOLUTION 242 UNLESS MORE THAN 4 DIALOGUE WITH THE -

'US WOULD RESULT. ON 17 AUGUST, SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL=
S A D MET WITH AHMAD.D A JJ AN, A HEMBER OF THE PLO
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, IN DAMASCUS. ASAD REITERATED HIS POSITION
" THAT THE PLO SHOULD HOLD 0UT FOR MORE THAN JUST A DIALOGUE WITH
YHE US. ASAD TOLD DAJJAN] THAT, DURING US SECRETARY OF STATE
'VANGE'S VISIT TO DAMASCUS, ASAD HAD ASKED VANCE SPECIF ICALLY
WHETHER THE PALESTINIANS WOULD OBTAIN MORE THAN JUST A DIALDGUE
CRITH THE US IN EXCHANGE FOR A STATEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE OF 242,
ASAD SAID THAT- VANCE WAS EMPHATIC Iy HIS STATEMENT THAT THE

sEC\RET
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Us WAS NOT oFFERTNG ANYTHING HORE THAN AN AGREEMENT TO TALK. NITH
THE PL 0. '
- 4. THE ANNOUNCEHENT. oN 18 AUGUST. THAT THE- PLO CUNTINUED T0
foPpose THE ACCEPTANCE OF RESOLUTION 242 WAS MADE TO PLEASE THE
| SYRIANS. THE SELECTION OF HUHAMMAD A B U MAYZA R To - _ ' ,';cf
'MAKE THIS ANNOUNGEMENT - WAS 'MADE BECAUSE ABU. MAYZAR HAS CLOSE
”TIES NITH THE SYRIANS. L _
.‘: 5, THE SAUDIS AND EGYPTIANS CONTINUE To URGE PLO ACCEPTANCE
- OF RESOLUTION 24; THE PLO HAS ATTEMPTED To HANDLE. ITS MAJOR

 MOVES REGARDING TH1S RESOLUTION WITH THE Eﬁﬂﬂfs' ON 3 AUGUST -
| 1977 YASIR A R AF A T, THE CHAIRMAN.OF THE e PLO EXECUTIVE
QOMHITTEE. FDRHALLY AGREED WITH SAUDI CROWN PRINCE F A H D .
IéN ';BD AL-AZXE AND SAUDI FOREXGN HINISTFR PRINCE S & U D
xan FAYSAL _THAT THE PLO WOULD AGREE TO MAKE THE ANNOUNCEMENT
' Paoéossn BY THE US, IN EXCHANGE FOR.US AGREEMENT TO THREE
f'conntr:ous. (33 us RECOGNLTION OF . tHE PLO AS "THE LEGAL REPRE-

SENTATIVE or THE PALESTINIAN PaoPLc." (2) THE OFFICIAL DIALOGUE

- g Al e mr. e R mleies

'eerusEN THE uS AND PLO, &ND ca: A US COMMITTMENT. T0 INVITE THE

’PLo To, THE GENEVA MIDDLE EAST naAca coNFERENce. ON THE BASIS

’Of JHE PLpts RESERVED POSLTION OX RESOLUTLON. 242, ON 9 AUGUST
A T -.&E\\RET :
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":-PRINCE SaUD MET HLTH PLO. CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER MAWMUD
. ABBAS (ABU MAZIN) AND MUWAMMAD ABU MAYZAR, HE TOLD THEM
THAT THE US ‘COULD NOT ACCEPT THE PLO EONDITIONS AND HAD ADDED V///
- THE. FOLLOWING "CLARIFICATIONS® TO THE US POSITION: (1) ‘ACCEPTANQE

OF THE PLO AS A PARTNER IN A DIALOGUE WOULD NOT MEAN US RECOG-
'fuxrzou ur THE PLO AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE, (2) - THE US WouLD CONTINUE TO SPEAK OF THE NEED FOR -
k) "PALESTINIAN ENTITY" AND WOULD NOT USE LANGUAGE CALLING FOR
N I NDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STaTE, AND (3) TYHE US COULD NoT

INVITE THE PLD.To GENEVA UNLESS ALL ORIGINAL PARTIES TO THE

CONFERENGE, INCLUDING ISRAEL. AGREED, PRINCE SAUD URGED THE

PLO TG ACCEPT THE US POSITION, EVEN WITH THESE CLARIFICATIONS, |

6, ON 11 AUGUST ABU MAZIN MET WITH SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER:
'ABD AL-HALIM K W' A D D A M AND DISCUSSED THE US AND §AUDI
POSITIONS WITH WIN, KHADDAM REACTED NEGATIVELY T0 THE IDEA -ff/fi

preee—

oF ACCEPTANCE OF THE US POSITION. HE  ASKED THE PLO OFF}CIAL

ettt

| RHET-ORICALLY NHETHER THE PALESTINIANS WOULD SELL . THEMSELVES

S0 CHEAPLY.,
\_—-..._
'7. ISRAELI MQVES To EXTEND suCIAL SERVICES TO RESIDENTS DF'

THE DCCU?IED TERRITURIES AND TO ESTABLISH NEN SETTLEME'NTS IN

nna, e R P s et = 7
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OCCUPIED TERRITORIES GREATLY STRENGTHENED THE HANDS " OF HARD

LINERS ON THE OUESTION 0F RESULUTIDN 242, FATAH MODERATES HAVE

\ TRIED To ARGUE THAT THE US CONDEMNATION OF ISRAEL FOR THESE
ACTIONS IS FAR /STRONGER THAN USUAL US LANGUAGE ON THE SUBJECT .
'oF ISRAEL] ACTIONS. THE HARD LINERS, HOWEVER, ARQUE THAT THE
US HAS NOT TAKEN ANY ACTION To PREVENT OR REVERSE THESE ACTLONS
_"AND THAT THE SITUATION CALLS FOR ACTIONS RATHER THAN Just
-TSTATEMENTS e . , ", _
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